SERVICE ORDER FOR OCTOBER 13, 2019

Welcome
Invocation

Confession and Forgiveness:
P: As we gather, today, let us cleanse our hearts and our
consciences by confessing our sin to God.

(Time of silence for reflection and confession)

C. Heavenly Father, we confess that we are sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against you in thought word and
deed, by what we have done and what we have left
undone. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. We
are truly sorry for our sins and sincerely repent of them.
We ask for Your mercy. For the sake of Jesus Christ's bitter
suffering and death, please forgive us and renew us that
we may walk in Your Spirit to the glory of Your holy name.

P. The Lord has heard your confession. Therefore, as a
called and ordained servant of the Lord, in the stead and
by the command of my Lord, Jesus Chirist, | forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving: Joyful, Joyful We
Adore Thee, Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow



Old Testament Reading - Ecclesiastes 2:24-26

A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and
find satisfaction in their own toil. This too, | see, is from the
hand of God, for without him, who can eat or find
enjoyment? To the person who pleases him, God gives
wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he
gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand
it over to the one who pleases God. This too is
meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

Gospel Reading - Matthew 6:25-34

“Therefore, | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one
of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the
flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet |
tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was
dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the
grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—
you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?' For
the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them. But seek first his



kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day
has enough trouble of its own.

Sermon - Enjoy Life Together

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-12

all the people came together as one in the square before
the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to
bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord
had commanded for Israel.

So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest
brought the Law before the assembly, which was made
up of men and women and all who were able to
understand. He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he
faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of
the men, women and others who could understand. And
all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law...

Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him
because he was standing above them; and as he opened
it, the people all stood up. Ezra praised the Lord, the great
God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded,
“Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped
the Lord with their faces to the ground.

The Levites...instructed the people in the Law while the
people were standing there. They read from the Book of



the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so
that the people understood what was being read.

Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher
of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the
people said to them all, “This day is holy to the Lord your
God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been
weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.

Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet
drinks, and send some to those who have nothing
prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for
the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this
is a holy day. Do not grieve.”

Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send
portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, because
they now understood the words that had been made
known to them.

Offering
Prayers

Apostles' Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,



And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God

the Father almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the

glory forever and ever. Amen

Words of Institution



Distribution

Prayer

Benediction

Closing Song: Joy of the Lord
Announcements

(Service Ends)

Clean Up



