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LEADING OUR COMMUNITY INTO A DEEP CONNECTION IN CHRIST

WORSHIP SERVICE FOR MARCH 15, 2026 AT 11 AM
Welcome & Opening Song: Here I am to Worship
Light of the world, You stepped out into darkness.
Open my eyes let me see.
Beauty that made this heart adore You, hope of a life spent with You.
Chorus
Here I am to worship. Here I am to bow down.
Here I am to say that You're my God. 
You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy,
Altogether wonderful to me.
King of all days, O so highly exalted, glorious in Heaven above.
Humbly You came to the earth You created,
All for love's sake became poor.
(Chorus)
Bridge
I'll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross
I'll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross
(Chorus)                                                                           © 2000 Thankyou Music
Invocation & Confession and Forgiveness:
P: As we gather, today, let us cleanse our hearts and our consciences by confessing our sin to God.
(Time of silence for reflection and confession)
C: Heavenly Father, we confess that we are sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you and against our neighbor in our thoughts, words, and actions.  We are truly sorry for our sins and sincerely repent of them. We ask for Your mercy. For the sake of Jesus Christ's bitter suffering and death, please forgive us and renew us that we may walk in Your Spirit to the glory of Your holy name. Amen
P: The Lord has heard your confession. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of the Lord, in the stead and by the command of my Lord, Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Song of Praise and Thanksgiving: Chief of Sinners Though I Be
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me.
Died that I might live on high, Lived that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine, I am His and He is mine.
Oh, the height of Jesus' love, Higher than the heav'ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity!  
Love that found me wondrous thought!
Found me when I sought Him not.
Only Jesus can impart, Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv'n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav'n.
Faith and hope to walk with God, In the way that Enoch trod.
                                                                                                                                                    © Public Domain
Old Testament Reading - Isaiah 42:14–21
For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools.
And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.”
Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the Lord? He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not hear. The Lord was pleased, for his righteousness' sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.                          C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle Reading Ephesians 5:8–14
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
R: This is the Word of the Lord.                          C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading - John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing....
...They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”...
...They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.          C: Praise be to You, O Christ.
Children's Message (Children dismissed to Children's Church)
Sermon Hymn – Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus
Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us and to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading, pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love, let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where You guide.
Let us suffer here with Jesus and with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness; where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter, we shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here I share Your woe; help me there Your joy to know.
Let us gladly die with Jesus. Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction, give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion that would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You I die, there to live with You on high.
Let us also live with Jesus. He has risen from the dead,
That to life we may awaken. Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living members; where You live, there we shall be,
In Your presence constantly, living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be, life eternal grant to me.  
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship
Sermon - "Darkness and Light"

Prayers: Text in prayer requests to (813) 326-5255
[bookmark: _Hlk133072406]Nicene Creed (stand)
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer (stand)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen
Benediction (stand)
[bookmark: _Hlk208059320]Closing Song: We Are
Every secret, every shame, every fear, every pain,
Live inside the dark, but that’s not who we are.
We are children of the day.

Pre-Chorus:
So wake up sleeper, lift your head. 
We were meant for more than this
Fight the shadows conquer death. 
Make the most of the time we have left

Chorus:
We are the light of the world. We are the city on a hill
We are the light of the world
We gotta, we gotta, we gotta let the light shine
(Repeat)
Let the light shine, let the light shine
We are called to the spread the news.
Tell the world the simple truth.
Jesus came to save. There’s freedom in His Name.
So let it all break through
(Pre-Chorus and Chorus)

Bridge:
We are the light we are the light we are the light
So let your light shine brighter
We the light we are the light we are the light... Jesus
You are the light you are the light you are the light.
We will lift you high and Shine, shine, shine
(Chorus) 			     © 2011 Alletrop Music, Centricity Music Publishing
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	Serving This Week

	

	O.T. Reader: Larry Chmiel
	Children’s Church Teacher:

	Epistle Reader: Ben Pike
	Melissa Steinbrueck

	Acolyte: Eli Bingaman
	Children’s Church Assistant:

	Com. Asst: Larry Chmiel
	Kaylee Steinbrueck

	

	Serving Next Week

	

	O.T. Reader: Melissa Steinbrueck
	Children’s Church Teacher:

	Epistle Reader: Josh Strasheim
	Halston and Ben

	Acolyte: Thomas Horness
Offering: Heidi Strasheim
	Children’s Church Assistant:
N/A

	Com. Asst: Richard Steinbrueck
	




Upcoming Events
Mar 12, 7 PM – Online Growth Group Bible Study
Zoom
Mar 22, After the Service – In-Person Growth Group Bible Study
Faith Lutheran Church
[image: ]
Grace Community Church

Holy Week Schedule
Mar 29, 11 AM – Palm Sunday Worship (bring palms)
Faith Lutheran Church
Apr 2, 7 PM – Maundy Thursday – Joint Service with Grace
Grace Community Church
Apr 3, 7 PM – Good Friday Tenebrae Service
Faith Lutheran Church
Apr 5, 10 AM – Easter Breakfast | 11 AM – Easter Worship
Noon – Egg Grab
Faith Lutheran Church
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